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UPCOMING EVENTS 

January, TBA 2026 
Cinderella Project 
YWCA 

Saturday, January TBA, 2026 
Board Meeting 
Easter Seals Office 

Saturday, February 7, 2025 
Membership Business Meeting 
1:00-3:00 pm in Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies Community Room,  
AmeriServ Building downtown 
 
 
 

Johnstown Branch AAUW Website 
http://www.aauwjohnstown.org 

 

MEMBER UPDATE 
by Dr. Debe Mack 

debemack@gmail.com 

We welcome our most recent members: 
 

Renee Ahlstrom 
reneebellelettre@yahoo.com 

 
Dr. Elzbieta Pastwa 
ellapastwa@gmail.com 

 
Janet Robinson 
jrsuncoast@outlook.com 
 
Robin Strachan 
robinstrachan444@gmail.com 
 

Address update: 
Sue Sklar-Graham 

322 Bob Street 
  Johnstown, PA 15904 

 
COMMITTEE UPDATE: 

The Dining Club now will be coordinated by 
Kenna Raymond and Mary Kay Milavec.  

Many thanks to Ann Furlong for her past 
efforts in making these evenings a 
success! 

REMINDER: 

Thirsty Thursdays will not be held in January 
or February. They will resume in March. 
 

AAUW IN ACTION 

SOCIAL GROUP CONTACTS 

TUESDAY BOOK CLUB 
2ND Tuesday afternoon of each month 
Ann Furlong: akfurlong@verizon.net 

BOOKS on THURSDAY 
2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm 

Pat Grzybicki: dsap@atlanticbb.net 
Shellby Custer: shellbyc@aol.com 

DINING CLUB 
3RD Wednesday of each month at 5:45 pm 
Mary Kay Milavec: mkmilavec@verizon.net 
Kenna Raymond: kennaraymond@gmail.com 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
as scheduled by Kenna Raymond:                      

kennaraymond@gmail.com 

 

http://www.aauwjohnstown.org/
mailto:vgrash@pitt.edu
mailto:reneebellelettre@yahoo.com
mailto:ellapastwa@gmail.com
mailto:jrsuncoast@outlook.com
mailto:robinstrachan444@gmail.com


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
by Madeline Gyure 

madelinefgyure@gmail.com 
 

Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had a restful and enjoyable holiday.  
 
Your Board held an additional meeting on November 1st. Three general members attended 
that meeting. We plan on continuing this new practice of inviting a few members to join us. 
By attending, we hope members will increase their awareness of Branch operations and the 
Board will be more member-driven in their decision making. If anyone is interested in 
attending a Board meeting, please feel free to contact me. We welcome your input. 
 
The Board meeting was followed by a general membership business meeting which was 
held on November 15th. There were only 17 members in attendance, but a lot of business 
was covered. As part of our Community Outreach, food items were collected and donated 
to St. Clement’s Food Pantry for which we received a lovely thank you note.  
 
I attended a zoom meeting of the Pa. Branch Presidents and Public Policy Chairs on 
December 9th. The meeting was very long, and a lot of complicated information was 
disseminated. To the best of my ability, I would like to summarize and give you some of the 
highlights. AAUW National is working very hard to address the rolling out of the 
dissolution of the Department of Education. Naturally, there are many concerns about 
weakening the protection of women and girls. Part of the “Big Beautiful Bill” includes 
cutting loans for advanced education, primarily in women-dominated fields such as 
Education, Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and Nursing. The reduction in the 
number of RNs able to pursue Master’s degrees to become Nurse Practitioners will have an 
impact on rural health. Roll backs in the Departments of Justice and Energy are affecting 
discrimination rulings, impacting not only people of color, but women and girls. AAUW 
reportedly is doing a “fantastic” job of defending issues protecting women and girls. Refer 
to the recent issue of the Keystoner for more detailed information on the work AAUW has 
done in the past year.  
 
In partnership with The League of Women Voters, the PA AAUW is preparing a packet of 
resources to be used as talking points to address issues of concern in the 2026 elections. 
These should be available sometime in January. Approximately 130-140 people attended 
the November 18th Advocacy Day in Harrisburg with AAUW being the second largest group 
represented. Ten health care bills were addressed. The PA budget passed!  It included 
changes in charter school funding resulting in $78,000,000 (if I got the number right) to 
be re-appropriated to our public schools.  
 
The State planning committee is gearing up for the 2026 mid-Atlantic Conference. Early 
bird registration will go through July 19th, with the price set at $249.00. From then until 
August 20th, one can register for $295. Ten speakers have been confirmed for the 
conference so far, with topics to include Advocacy for Democracy, Economic Justice and 
Security, Women’s Rights, Voting Rights, and The Big Beautiful Bill and its effect on 
Health Care.  Organizers are asking Branches to consider donating new or slightly used 
books on women’s issues which will be raffled off, and to possibly donate one or more 
baskets or items to go into a basket. We will discuss this further at future meetings.  Our 
own new member and author, Robin Strachan, has offered to donate four of her books.  

mailto:madelinefgyure@gmail.com


 
Thank you to Georgia Yeager for making an application and leading the 
charge for us to be part of the community Jolly Lobby Christmas tree 
display at AmeriServ. Thank you to Carol Keppel for making the tree 
skirt, to Marianne Spampinato for making the books and diplomas to 
hang on the tree, and to everyone else who contributed by working on 
all the decorations and decorating the tree.  
 
Going forward, our Branch will have some ad hoc committees working 
on making a few changes to the duties and responsibilities of our 
officers and committee chairs, restructuring our organizational chart, 
and most importantly, revising our strategic plan for the next five years.  
 
Mark your calendar for the next general membership meeting on Saturday, February 7th at 
1:00 pm in the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies Community Room at 
AmeriServ downtown. One of our state officers will be the featured speaker. 
 
*************************************************************************************   

 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

by Dr. Debe Mack 
debemack@gmail.com 

A Year of Growth, Connection, and Community 

As we close out 2025, AAUW Johnstown has so much to celebrate. Our current 
membership stands at 75 members, with 13 new members joining us this year. What 
makes this especially exciting is how many of those new members jumped right in, 
building friendships, attending events, volunteering, and helping shape the energy of our 
branch. That kind of engagement does not happen by accident, and we are proud of it. 

AAUW Johnstown is a community of women who care deeply about making an impact 
locally and beyond. Whether you participate in one event or are involved in many activities 
and initiatives, you are welcome. All contributions count, every perspective matters, and 
each connection strengthens our branch. 

As we look ahead to 2026, the Membership Committee is excited about the opportunities 
in front of us. We are focused on continuing to grow, welcoming new faces, and creating 
spaces where women feel connected, valued, and inspired to engage in ways that fit their 
lives. 

As we head into the new year: any new member joining under Shape the Future will 
pay total dues of only $50. If you know someone who would enjoy meaningful 
conversation, community involvement, and shared purpose, invite them to join. Gifting a 
membership is also a wonderful way to support AAUW’s mission and invest in the future of 
our branch. 

We are closing 2025 with gratitude and pride, and stepping into 2026 energized, 
connected, and ready to grow together! 

mailto:debemack@gmail.com


 

  COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
by Kenna Raymond 

kennaraymond@gmail.com 
 

Happy New Year! As you fill out your 2026 calendars, 
here are the scheduled community outreach events: 
 

January: Watch your email for information on volunteering for the Cinderella project. 
 
February 7:  At the business meeting we will collect cash or check donations for the 
United Way diaper bank.  The staff at United Way informed us that they are able to buy in 
bulk at a reduced rate, so it is more beneficial for them to receive cash donations.   
Also at this meeting, you will have the opportunity to sign up for future hands-on outreach 
activities.  
 
March 30:  We are scheduled to stuff bags from 4:00-5:00 pm for the Backpack Project at 
the new location in the old Garfield School on Decker Avenue in the West End.  Fifteen 
volunteers are needed for this event.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the February 
membership meeting. 
 
April 21:  Diaper packing for the United Way Diaper Bank will be from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm at the offices at 422 Main St. Suite 203. Eight volunteers are needed for this project. 
Again, a sign-up sheet will be available at the February membership meeting.  
 
Thank-you in advance for your continued willingness to help! 
 

*********************************************************************************** 
 

AN AUTHOR AMONG US 
by Pat Grzybicki 

dsap@atlanticbb.net 
 

New AAUW member Robin Strachan, 
author of The Irish Book Club of Dublin 
(Ohio) will be featured at 5:30 pm on 
February 19th at Classic Elements, 345 
Main Street in Johnstown.  
This novel tells the story of Laura 
Fisher, an abused minister’s wife whose 
life changes in a heartbeat, setting her 
free. With the help of a longtime friend, 
she begins her first job at Serendipities, 
a home design store. She then 
courageously embarks on a new life and 
moves to Dublin, Ohio to start her own 
store, Serendipities II.  
An avid reader who finds inspiration 
through books, Laura finds supportive  

friendships through an Irish book club 
and begins the process of building a new 
life for herself, chapter by chapter. 
 
The story is set in the town of Dublin, 
Ohio, which celebrates an Irish Festival 
each August. The festival features 
prominently in this novel, along with the 
Dublin Library. 
 
Robin is also the author of four other 
published novels including Manifesting 
Dreams, Designing Hearts, Listening for 
Drums and its sequel, Daughter of the 
Heart.  
 
THE IRISH BOOK CLUB OF DUBLIN 
(OHIO) by Robin Strachan 
Publisher: Camel Press, an imprint of 
Epicenter Press, Seattle, WA ©2023 

mailto:kennaraymond@gmail.com
mailto:dsap@atlanticbb.net


 

JEWELRY 
UPDATE 

by Dr. Debe Mack 
debemack@gmail.com 

 
The December Christmas Market 
wrapped up our final event of 2025. It 
was chilly, but the festive spirit made it a 
great day and a fun way to close the 
year. 
 
As we prepare for 2026, we are 
organizing our jewelry inventory and are 
asking for gently used jewelry donations. 
Earrings, necklaces, rings, brooches, hat 
pins, tie clips and bracelets for women, 
men, and children are all welcome. 
 
Please check your own jewelry boxes 
and ask friends or family if they have 
pieces lying around that they no longer 
wear. All donations are sorted, cleaned, 
and prepped for future sales. Every piece 
helps support our mission. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

BOOK SALE UPDATE 
by Pat Grzybicki 

dsap@atlanticbb.net 
 

Collecting and sorting do not typically 
occur in January or February. However, 
if you are contacted by someone with a 
large donation during this time, please 
refer them to Kathy Howanek, Georgia 
Yeager, Andrea Santoro or Pat 
Grzybicki. Thank-you. 

 
 
 
 

 

WRITE-READ-WRITE 
by Heidi Staib 

staibfamily@aol.com 
 

Cindy Banda coordinated our project 
with Ferndale School District fourth 
graders this year. Thirty letters written 
by the students were distributed to our 
members who bought and sent a new 
book and wrote an accompanying note 
in return. Thank-you notes from the 
students will be distributed to members 
at upcoming AAUW functions. 
Thanks to Cindy and our generous 
members! 

 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
by Pat Grzybicki 

dsap@atlanticbb.net 
 
Thirty-six members enjoyed another 
wonderful holiday gathering at The 
Boulevard Grill’s Speakeasy on Sunday, 
December 7. Thanks to the Program 
Committee for planning the luncheon 
and putting together the themed gift 
baskets which were raffled off to 
members. A gift certificate for the 
Sunday Brunch for two was once again 
generously donated by the Boulevard 
Grill. 
 
In addition to dropping off our wrapped 
Write-Read-Write books and Books for 
Babies donations, we also collected $310 
in donations for the Literacy Council 
from our generous members.  

 
 
 

mailto:debemack@gmail.com
mailto:dsap@atlanticbb.net
mailto:staibfamily@aol.com
mailto:dsap@atlanticbb.net
https://pythagoreionip.blogspot.com/2014/12/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
 
 
 

   1  
HAPPY 
NEW YEAR! 

2 3 

4 
 
 

4  6  
 

7 8 Bks on 
Thurs 
6:00 pm 
Blvd Grill 

9 10 

11 
 
 

12 13 2nd 
Tues Bk 
Club 1:00 
TBA 

14  
 

15  
 

16 17 

18 
 
 

19  20 21 Dining 
Club 5:45 
The Fifth 

22  23 24 

25 
 
 

26  27 28 29 30 31 

 

FEBRUARY 2026
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 
 
 

2 
 

3  
 

4 5  6 7 Business 
Mtg 1-3 pm 
AmeriServ 

8 
 
 

9 102nd 

Tues Bk 
Club   
1 pm TBA 

11  
 

12 Bks on 
Thurs 6 pm 
Westwood 
Bar & Grill 

13 14 
HAPPY 
VALENTINE’S 
DAY! 

15 
 
 

16  17 18 Dining 
Club 5:45 
Craft 
Modern 
Kitchen 

19 The 
Irish BC of 
Dub (Ohio) 
Classic El  
5:30 pm 

20 21 

22 
 
 

23  24 25 
 
 
 

26 27 28 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/chiaralily/8458508774/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

