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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, November 15 
Membership Business Meeting 
2:00-4:00 pm 
Murtha Center at UPJ 

Tuesday, November 18 
Advocacy Day in Harrisburg 

Sunday, December 7 
Holiday Luncheon 
1:00-3:00 pm  
The Boulevard Grill’s Speakeasy 
 
 
 

Johnstown Branch AAUW Website 
http://www.aauwjohnstown.org 

 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
by Dr. Valerie Grash 

vgrash@pitt.edu 
 

Come and celebrate the holidays with AAUW 
members and guests at The Boulevard Grille’s 
Speakeasy on Sunday, December 7, 2025, from 
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Festive surprises are guaranteed, 
including gift baskets and other treats! 

The cost is $25 per person, payable to: “Johnstown 

Branch AAUW.” Send payment by November 25 

to:  

Claire Montoya  

510 Village St.  

Johnstown, PA 15902-2663 
Luncheon Buffet Menu (includes coffee, tea, and 
soft drinks): 

Seasonal Salad 
Italian Wedding Soup 
Three choices of wraps (Turkey Bacon Club, 
Green Goddess Chicken, and Grilled 
Vegetable) 
Holiday Cookies 
Cash Bar 

In addition to bringing your Write-Read-Write 
books we will be collecting donations for the 
Cambria County Literacy Council at the luncheon, 
either cash or check made out to “Cambria County 
Literacy Council.”  

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

AAUW IN ACTION 

SOCIAL GROUP CONTACTS 

TUESDAY BOOK CLUB 
2ND Tuesday afternoon of each month 
Ann Furlong: akfurlong@verizon.net 

BOOKS on THURSDAY 
2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm 

Pat Grzybicki: dsap@atlanticbb.net 
Shellby Custer: shellbyc@aol.com 

DINING CLUB 
3RD Wednesday of each month; 5:45 pm 

Ann Furlong: akfurlong@verizon.net 

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
as scheduled by Kenna Raymond:                      

kennaraymond@gmail.com 

 

http://www.aauwjohnstown.org/
mailto:vgrash@pitt.edu


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
by Madeline Gyure 

madelinefgyure@gmail.com 

 
 

     Thirty-two members attended our first 
fall membership meeting on September 
17th. The business portion of the meeting 
was preceded by an informative 
presentation on Beginnings, a local 
organization serving children and parents 
in Cambria County. The presenter was 
their Executive Director, Jes Phillippi, 
who is a newly enrolled member of 
AAUW. Her enthusiasm for the work of 
her organization was clearly evident, as 
noted by the title of her presentation, 
“Love Like Us”.  As usual, the business 
meeting included reports from members 
of the executive team and committee 
chairs. Branch members who have 
accepted new leadership roles were 
recognized, and all members had the 
opportunity to sign up to be on 
committees that interest them.  
 
      At the September meeting, it became 
evident that our Branch is growing in 
many ways, and there are issues that 
require further discussion and input from 
the membership. The general consensus 
seems to be that we need more than the 
three scheduled business meetings a year.  
Subsequently, after further conversations 
with members, the Board agreed with 
adding a membership business meeting 
in November, to be held on Saturday, 
November 15th. at the Murtha Center on 
the UPJ campus from 2:00-4:00 PM. I 
hope many of you will come. Your input is 
needed so that our Branch can continue 
to flourish, and that we can be member-
driven.  
 
     Following the Public Policy forum at 
Penn Highlands, we received a thank you 
from their Director of Foundation for the 

donations to their Basic Hygiene Program 
for their students. In other 
communication, we received a 
congratulatory note from the State AAUW 
President, Cindy Hall. She noted how our 
Branch has accelerated these past years, 
and that we should be proud of our 
accomplishments. As I recently prepared 
for a presentation about our Branch to the 
Art League of Johnstown, I became 
acutely aware of how active an 
organization we are.  I challenge each of 
you, to the extent that your individual 
schedules permit, to get more involved. 
Every contribution helps, whether it is 
helping to plan a program, picking up 
books, sorting books, making reminder 
calls, arranging dinners or trips, 
volunteering at a community outreach 
event, writing “Get Out the Vote” 
postcards, marching with a sign, helping 
at one of the jewelry sales, buying a book 
for a baby or a fourth grader, helping to 
recruit new members, or building a 
scarecrow for the park, there is something 
each of us can do.   
 
      I attended a Zoom meeting of Branch 
Presidents on October 6th. Whereas there 
are often questions about what National 
does with the due’s money, I am told that 
the AAUW website can provide a lot of 
information. National has been very 
active, sending numerous coalition letters 
of opposition or support for bills or 
policies, depending on how they align 
with AAUW’s mission. I will have a list of 
the letters for you to see at our November 
meeting. National is trying to build up a 
reserve in anticipation of the battles that 
are on the horizon. This is a very 
challenging time.  
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
by Dr. Debe Mack 

debemack@gmail.com 

We’re excited to share that AAUW Johnstown now has 75 members!   

Our recent Shape the Future event was a wonderful evening of creativity and connection. 
While no prospective members attended, we enjoyed meeting our newest member and 
spending time together celebrating what makes our branch special: friendship, purpose, 
and shared commitment to equity for women and girls. 

A quick reminder: first year membership dues are now reduced for all new members, no 
matter when they join. If you know someone who’s been thinking about becoming a 
member, now’s the perfect time to invite her/him to join us! 

As you take part in meetings, outreach, or community events, please snap a photo and send 
it in. We’re updating our AAUW Johnstown Visual Board, which will be displayed at 
upcoming events to showcase our 
members in action. 

Together, we’re shaping the 
future, one connection at a time. 

(And in case you were wondering, 
the pictured pumpkin I hold is 
not my creation!) 

 
*********************************************************************** 

BOOK SALE UPDATE 
by Ann Furlong 

akfurlong@verzion.net 
 
By the time you receive this newsletter 
the fall book collection will be 
completed.  We had many good books 
donated and thus have a great start for 
our 2026 Used Book Sale.  All of this can 
happen because of the hard work of so 
many.  There are those who pick up at the 
collection sites.  Then there are those who 
come to sort and pack the books at the 
Galleria.   
Kudos to you all and many thanks! 
 

 

JEWELRY SALE UPDATE 
by Dr. Debe Mack 

debemack@gmail.com 

A heartfelt thank you to all who donated 
jewelry in the past few months; your 
generosity filled our tables with sparkle 
and surprises. We continue to collect 
jewelry for upcoming sales and are 
especially in need of men’s and children’s 
jewelry to round out our selection. Gently 
used or new pieces, earrings, necklaces, 
bracelets, brooches, cufflinks, tie clips, or 
kid’s accessories are all welcome. Bring 
your items to the next meeting or contact 
a committee member to arrange drop-off. 
Every sparkle supports a scholar! 

 
 

mailto:debemack@gmail.com
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EDUCATION/SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 

by Heidi Staib 
staibfam@aol.com 

 
 The Education Committee met on October 6, 2025.   Andrea Santoro is heading the 
Books for Babies project and reported that she delivered 40 baby books to Conemaugh 
Memorial's Prepared Childbirth class.  These will be given to mothers having their first 
baby and should be enough until the end of the year.  Barb Zabarowski and Lisa Matson 
assisted with labels and cards. 
     Cindy Banda is running the Write/Read/Write project with Ferndale Fourth 
Graders.  Thirty letters quickly were distributed.  Members should bring their wrapped 
book (with letter attached) to the Christmas Luncheon on December 7, 2025.  Those who 
did not get a letter are asked to buy a baby book (unwrapped) for Books for Babies and 
bring them to the Christmas Luncheon as well. 
      The Committee is planning two new educational opportunities for the coming 
year.  Dan Santoro will present a program on Jane Addams, the mother of social work, on 
May 6, 2026 from 7:00pm - 8:30 pm.  He has secured the new media room at Bishop 
McCort High School for our members.  Also, the Committee will be starting a "no book" 
club, concentrating on the U.S. Constitution.  The club will meet in members' homes to 
watch episodes of The Great Course Series and discuss the ideas presented there.  More 
details will follow after the holidays. 
 
************************************************************************************* 

PUBLIC POLICY UPDATE 
by Deanna Haddle 

jdhadd1@gmail.com 
 

“Do You Know Your Rights?” 
 

 On October 2, 2025, the Public Policy Committee of the AAUW Johnstown Branch 
held a free, open-to-the public presentation concerning the rights afforded to people in the 
United States by the U.S. Constitution. The program was held from 6-8 PM at the 
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College. 
 ACLU Attorney Ali Szemanski presented information about the First Amendment 
and Voting Rights.  Attorney Mark Wheeler from the Indiana County Public Defender’s 
Office discussed Fourth and Fifth Amendment Rights.  Some of the topics included:  the 
right to assemble, due process, voting, freedom of speech through symbolism, interactions 
with the law, illegal search and seizure, and search warrants.   
 Member and audience questions were answered by the speakers. An informative 
evening was experienced by all. 

                            
          
 

 
 

Attorney Ali Szemanski Attorney Mark Wheeler 
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GIRLS HAD FUN!! 
by Kathy Howanek 

khowanek@hotmail.com 
 

The initial outing of the “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” Calendar was a great success!  
Thanks to those who drove, attended or planned the event.  I think that we would all 
recommend a visit to The Lincoln Highway Experience in Latrobe.  It is an impressive 
facility, and the staff are knowledgeable and welcoming. It’s safe to say that each of us 
learned something new and enjoyed some memories as well. Lunch at Carol & Dave’s 
Roadhouse in Ligonier followed with good food and good company. 
 Our next planned event is a Christmas-season trip to the Frick Mansion, Clayton.   
We hope to have specifics at our next membership meeting.  
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE REPORT 
by Kristie Murray 

krisite.4@hotmail.com 
 

We are working to plan some events for the next few months, including a Craft and Sip 
evening and a Trivia Night. If you are interested in joining this committee as we get off the 
ground, please reach out to me. We are open to new and exciting ideas. More information 
regarding these events will follow as details are confirmed. 
 

****************************************************************** 

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
by Deanna Haddle 

Jdhadd1@gmail.com 
  
 
WOOHOO!  AAUW's Thirsty Thursday will be held 
on November 6th at Harrigan's/Holiday Inn on Market Street, 
Johnstown.  The time is changed:  5-7 PM in order to take 
advantage of Harrigan's Happy Hour, which discounts drinks and 
appetizers. 
 
Join in the fun and conversation.  Bring a friend!   
 
If you plan to attend, text or call Kenna Raymond at  
814-525-6916, so that reservations can be made. 
 

 
 

****************************************************************** 
 
 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 
AAUW Atlantic Regional Conference 

September 25-27, 2026 
Lancaster, PA 

Theme is the “Unfinished Revolution” 
 

The event will have ten speakers on 
topics such as voting rights and attacks 

on higher education. 
More details to follow. 

Public Policy GOTV Postcard 
Writing at Panera Bread  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

September at Anthony's 

mailto:krisite.4@hotmail.com
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NOVEMBER 2025 
 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

 
 

       
 

1 Board  
Mtg 9 am 
Panera 

2 
 
 

3 4 
ELECTION 
DAY 

5 6 Thirsty 
Thurs 5-7 
Harrigan’s 

7 8 

9 
 
 

10  
 

11 2nd Tue 
Bk 1pm 
Classic Ele 

12 13 Bks on 
Thurs  
6 pm 

14 15 Mem 
Mtg 2-4 
UPJ 

16 
 
 

17 18 Advocacy 
Day 
Harrisburg 

19 Dining 
Club 5:45 
The Bistro 

20  
 

21 22 

23 
 
 

24 25 26 27 Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

28 29/30 

 
 
 

     DECEMBER 2025 
 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 

7 Holiday 
Luncheon 
1-3 BG 

8  9  2nd Tue 
Bk 1pm  
H Brice 

10 11 Bks on 
Thurs 
6:00 pm 

12 13 

14 
Day 1 of 
Hanukkah 

15 16 17 Dining 
Club 5:45 
Harrigan’s 

18  
 

19 20 

21 
 
 

22 Last 
Day of 
Hanukkah 

23 24 25   
Merry 
Christmas! 

26 27 

28 
 
 

29  30 31    

 


