Inclined to AAUW

July/August, 2023 Volume XXX, No. 4 Page 1

AAU\"'/ 66th Annua[ Used Book Sale
ZIIBOOKIi::

by Ann Furlong (akfurlonq@verlzon net)

The boxes are packed, the floor is swept, the trash is taken away and we are ready to have a
successful book sale. August 7 and 8 will be set-up days, and the sale starts promptly at
9:00 AM Wednesday, August 9. If you have not yet signed up for a work shift please do so.
This book sale continues to be our main fund raiser and needs all of us to have it succeed.

In spite of the hard work it truly is fun. Not only is there the satisfaction that comes from
helping young women with education expenses, there is the interaction with the buyers and
the greeting of old friends. So come ready to work and enjoy yourself doing it. And did we
mention that there are so many great books to choose from! So clear your calendar for the
week of August 7-12. See you at the Galleria!

Dues are Duel!
By Shellby Custer (shellbyc@aol.com)

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING UPDATES
AND CHANGES

Effective April 1, 2023Annual DUES increased to
$83 ($72 for national, $10 for state, and $1
locally).

Dues will be accepted thru June 30, 2023.
Effective July 1, 2023, State dues increase to
$12 (so $85 total).

Any member’s whose dues are not processed by
June 30th will pay the increased rate: $85. This
is out of my hands.

You may also pay your dues online at

ij
Dﬁ:guﬁ \éﬁ?)

By Ann Furlong j
(akfurlong@verizon.net)

The dining group continues to grow and enjoy
new eating places. On Wednesday July 19 we
will meet at Journey, the new Indian Cuisine

restaurant on Main Street. This will be a treat!

Then on Wednesday August 16 it will be an

evening at Morris Tavern in Sidman (directly
across the road from the Forest Hills Schools
campus). Be prepared to enjoy casual dining at
its best. The time is 5:45 PM.

Come and bring your appetite.

AAUW.org. If choose to do this, please email me
so that | know you did this... Thank you.

Checks should be made payable to: AAUW
JOHNSTOWN BRANCH for $83. Send to:
Shellby Custer
115 Melvin St
Johnstown, PA 165904
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Books at the Boulevard 2022
—— by Shellby Custer (shellbyc@aol.com

We meet at the Boulevard Grill the second Thursday of each month at 6pm. Anyone wishing to
attend/join us please let me or Pat Grzybicki (dsap@atlanticbb.net) know so that we can add you to our
reservation.

Please note we will meet August 17th instead of the 10th due to the Book Sale. Below is the upcoming
book. (The booklist can also be found in your Membership Directory) Again, anyone wishing to attend,
please let us know so that we can make the proper reservations and arrangements

Aug. 17th Apples Never Fall by Lianne Moriarty Discussion Leader: Pat Grzybicki

President’s Update

‘/@ By Kathy Howanek (khowanek@hotmail.com)

While the summer is usually “down time” for AAUW branches, ours has been fairly active! An unusual
summer book collection combined with our third golf outing kept many members busy. With some minor
expenses still outstanding, this year’s golf tournament raised $7,000! We have also been chosen as the
beneficiary of the proceeds of the charity event of the Windber Country Club’s Women’s Golf League,
which will be held on July 17th . More news to follow!

The most recent meeting of the PA State Presidents Counterparts revolved around the organization of
branch leadership. With many branches having difficulty recruiting for leadership positions, discussion
continued around creating leadership teams. Our board will discuss this at the July meeting. The only

officers required by national, and state are President, Finance Officer and Secretary.

The PA Program Chair is looking for members who are willing to offer assistance in statewide
programming. This could be offering ideas, offering one of our programs to be presented as a state
webinar or serving on the program committee. Pat Byerly is looking for a member to assist with the state
awards process. This would be a 5-week commitment and require mostly computer work in generating
award certificates. If anyone is interested in volunteering their service to the state, please contact
Georgia or me. The state board is also revising the role of the district coordinators and the consensus of
the presidents was that the district meetings be reinstated. These meetings were especially helpful in
generating ideas and relationships with counterpart officers and hopefully would result in cooperative
meetings or activities.

At the branch level, our committees should begin meeting over the summer. So, if you are on a
committee, especially Programming or Education, expect a call!

Finally, thanks to all of you for answering the call to cheer up your fellow members who are having
difficulties. Women supporting women is what we’re all about even at a personal level.
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Golf Event...Another Success!! sy ra cryspic
On June 26, 2023 our Johnstown Branch held its 3" Annual Golf Outing. Although we had
one less foursome than last year, it was still very successful due to the hard work of the Golf
Committee, Windber Country Club pro Derek Tyson, Chef Patrick Hussey and all of our
sponsors and Branch Donors. Thanks to everyone who participated!

Bronze Sponsors
$500 Donation

2 1SS

HEART SPRING
CONSULTING LLC

Lunch Sponsors
$250 Donation

thrivent
Hoganas

Hole Sponsors
$100 Donation

The Boulevard Grill
Brant’s Driving School
Brett Insurance Agency —Keystone
CrossRoads to Independence Inc.
Follow Charlie Car Wash
G.A.P. Federal Credit Union
(2) Herbert CPA & Associates, P.C.
Dennis & Lori Hutchinson
Joe Kanuch Excavating
Kongsberg
Laurel Auto Group
Laurel Medical Solutions
Gale Marcinko
McCoy Wealth Management Group
McKolosky Chiropractic
MERHO Federal Credit Union
Mr. Muffler Auto Service Center

Hole Sponsors
$100 Donation

Muir-Hershberger Insurance Agency
Joyce Murtha Breast Care Center
North America Hoganas
(2) RedSentry
Re/Max POWER Associates — Sue & Bill Lease
SHEETZ
Sign Language Specialists of Western PA, Inc.
Slovenian Savings & Loan
Spangler Subaru
State Farm Insurance-Donna Christopher
The Rambler
Vantage Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
Walnut Medical Services
Western PA SPORTS Medicine & Rehabilitation
Clinic, Inc.

Whalley Charitable Trust
Windber GYN Associates

Foursome Sponsors

Brant’s Driving School
Atlas Private Wealth Advisors/Carpenter Financial
Commonwealth Contracting, Inc.

—_
Foursome Gifts

Champion Lake Golf Course (with cart)
Ebensburg Country Club
Oakbrook Golf Club
Peninsula Club at Indian Lake
Somerset Country Club
Somerset Country Club
Windber Country Club (with cart)
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Thanks to all our sponsors!!
Remember to support these businesses and organizations, as they have provided the
means to provide our scholarships to local high school seniors!!

D’Arcs Pizza
Hollern —Koontxz Insurance

AAUW Member Donors

Mary Hays Carney
Deanna Haddle
Kathy Howanek
Dr. Debe Mack
Claire Montoya
Andrea Santoro
Marian Shannon

Paulette Solomon
Florence Warfel
Georgia Yeager

AAUW Golf Committee
Chairperson — Pat Grzybicki
Miriam Daisley
Ann Furlong
Madeline Gyure
Robbin Hoffman
Kathy Howanek
Mary Kay Milavec
Claire Montoya
Diana Price
Joyce Radovanic
Kenna Raymond
Eloise Romano
Andrea Santoro
Georgia Yeager

Gifts/Prizes

Alpine Beverage Mart
Randy’s BiLo
The Boulevard Grill
Altoona Curve
Antony’s Restaurant
Balance Restaurant
Bantly Hardware
Eat ‘n'Park
Ebensburg Country Club
Jake’s Pub & Grill
Johnstown Mill Rats
Johnstown Tomahawks
McAneny Brothers, Inc.
M&M Hair Design & Tanning Salon
Mimo’s Compay
Pappy’s Family Pub
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College
Rizzo”s Restaurant
Salon Vizions
Salvatore Hairstyling
Studio 56 Hairstyling
Stuver’s Riverside Nursery
Symon’s Auto Wash
Vantage Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
Walnut Medical Services
Westwood Floral & Gifts
Westwood Garden Haven
Joyce Murtha Breast Care Center
Windber GYN Associates
Western PA Sports Medicine &
Rehabilitation Clinic, Inc
Windber Country Club
911 Massage
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Dorene Miller

Welcome...Dorene Miller!

Originally from Jeannette, PA, I'm 4th in a family of six children. | was
employed as a secretary for several years before attending college at age
34. After graduating from UPG and the UP School of Library Science, |
moved to Johnstown in 1996 to begin my career as a library director at
Highland Community Library. In 2012, | became the director of Palmer
Public Library, Palmer, MA, and retired in 2019 from Penn Area Library,

Harrison Citv. PA. I'm married to lan Miller. and have two adult dauahters.

Andrea and Jayme. We're pet parents to a rescue chi-pug named Chica and a rescue cat named
Poe. | enjoy hiking, films, theatre, local concerts and restaurants, day-trip adventures, and of

course. readinal

AAUW-PA’s public policy goals are to educate
citizens about the impact of public policies on
women and girls and to advocate for policies that
will advance equity for women and girls. In
Pennsylvania, AAUW actively endorses the
national AAUW Public Policy Priorities. AAUW

Pennsylvania supports good governance, an
informed citizenry, and community dialogue on
critical issues.

For example: To support a quality system of
public education, AAUW PA advocates

e Support for a fair and adequately funded
system of public education

e Opposition to the diversion of public funds to
non-public elementary and secondary
education, charter and cyber charter schools

For more policy goals go to:

AAUW Public Policy Priorities — AAUW :
Empowering Women Since 1881

\o/
C mmumt
utreach

Here is another great Community Outreach project
for our AAUW Members. AAUW has always been a
supporter of the Cambria County Library and the
Library through Bottle Works is looking for help in
painting a mural.

Please join Bottle Works for the community
paint sessions and take part in the mural for the
Cambria County Library!

Participants are scheduled in thirty-minute
sessions. No painting experience is needed,
you will be walked through the process.

Call a buddy AAUW member and schedule
your time. Be sure to wear your AAUW t-shirt
or logo! Take pictures and email them to
jdhadd1@gmail.com.

Thursdays June 22 — July 27 from 3-7 PM
Saturdays July 1 & 22 from 10 AM-2 PM

Call at 814-535-2020 to register.

This project is supported by the Community
Foundation for the Alleghenies.
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By Georgia Yeager (gayeager@gmail.com)

Vera Readman Leidy

On June 5, 2023, at the age of 95, long-time AAUW member Vera Leidy passed away. Vera was
an AAUW member for 44 years, beginning in 1974, and remained a member until she was no
longer medically able to participate. She was easily recognized by her blond hair, diminutive frame,
and ever-present smile.

An elementary teacher in the Conemaugh Valley School District for 25 years, Vera loved teaching,
and quite often used her own money to buy supplies for her students, including personal things for
those in need. She earned her education degree by putting herself through college after her first
husband’s death. Teaching was a way for her to support her two sons.

Vera then met and married Lewis Leidy, and introduced his daughter, Doris, to AAUW.

Vera was an avid bowler and was still bowling at age 90! In addition to her membership in AAUW,
she a member of the Alpha Delta Kappa Educational Sorority. A donation in Vera’s memory has

been made to National AAUW.

AAUW Sponsors Forest Hills

Robotics Team
By Paige Heilman

Starting in September 2022 our Forest Hills Robotics
Team started building our robot for the new season of
Vex Robotics. The members of the team are seniors
Joey Hale and Kayla Weinzierl, and juniors Doran
Faith and Paige Heilmann. This year's game, Spin
Up, required that our robot be able to pick up and
shoot discs into goals, turn rollers and cover field tiles

to score points. After months of work and several local competitions, our team won our first
competition at North Allegheny High School. This earned our team a spot at the Western PA VEX
Robotics State Championship, which took place at Clarion University in March of 2023. Here we
competed against 58 teams, and, after a couple setbacks throughout the day, we made it to the
final four. Although we did not win this tournament, making it to the final round of the competition
qualified us for the VEX Robotics World Championship in Dallas, Texas.

Thanks to the donations of family members and local businesses,including a generous donation
from AAUW, we were able to make the trip to Dallas to represent our school in the competition.
From April 25 - 27 we were competing in the Worlds competition with over 800 teams from more
than 40 countries. While we did not qualify for finals in this competition, our team learned so much.
Being a part of this wide-reaching program is incredible, and provides opportunities outside of the
classroom to learn STEM skills and compete with other students. The VEX Robotics World
Championship was a great learning and bonding experience for our team. We were able to meet
people from all over the world and learn different building and design techniques. We can’t wait for
next year to try and make it back again!




