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MEMBERSHIP

By Debe Mack, VP Membership debemack@gmail.com 561-339-4075

| am excited to be your new Membership Chair for 2023-2024, and am looking forward to working
with the committee and members to develop new strategies for recruitment and retention.

Thank you to all who completed the survey, which | am leaving open until this Sunday 8/27 — if you
haven’t completed it please do so at this time.

2024-2024 Yearbook

The new yearbook/directory goes to print this Thursday 8/24. If you have changes to your address,
phone, or email please send me an email or call.

Encourage New Members

We are currently in our Shape the Future season, which means new first-time members receive a
great discount on dues. To spread the word to potential members you can send them our website
address, link them to our Facebook, provide them this newsletter, or better yet, have them contact me
directly.

New Members can join outside our fall recruitment event: date coming soon
Renewals

As of last week, only 4 members have not renewed; | will continue to outreach so no one is left
behind! If you haven’t renewed, please do so now using the instructions emailed to you.

AAUW Johnstown branch membership is $85 [$72 national/$12 state/$1 local]
To Renew
Sign on and use the AAUW National’s Community Hub app to renew.
Mail a check for $85 (made out to AAUW Johnstown) to:
Debe Mack, AAUW Membership
1975 Florida Ave
Johnstown, PA 15904

| look forward to connecting with each of you at the September membership meeting!
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By Ann Furlong (akfurlong@verizon.net

z é We just wrapped up one of our most successful book sales ever. And it was due to the hard

work of so many. Yes, we made our goal and more. Our scholarships and other projects will be amply covered.

Yet there is another side of our success that you may not fully appreciate. That is the way the people perceive
us. These are some of the remarks made that week: "l look forward to this every year". "You women work so

hard yet you seem to have fun too"; "l love talking with you"; "I hope you are here next year".

Because of you, the

buyers are happy to be there and enjoy you as well as the books. Great job, everyone!

A Special
Thirsty
Thursday

By Deanna Haddle (jdhaddi@gmail.com)

It has been awhile, but our next Thirsty Thursday
is kind of special. In keeping with our100™ year
celebration, a special AAUW mocktail will be
created by Patrick Riley of the Balance
Restaurant for the month of October. AAUW will
receive $1 for every mocktail sold. The mocktail
will be unique, made with our AAUW colors.

The Thirsty Thursday event will be held on
October 5, 2023 at 6:00 PM at The Balance
Restaurant on Main Street. Save the date!
Because reservation will be needed, | will contact
everyone again, closer to the date.

2" Tuesday Book Club

by Ann Furlon (

The Second Tuesday group will resume in
September with the book "Someone Else's
Shoes" by Jojo Moyes. We will meet on
Tuesday, September 12 at 1:00. Our host is
Doris Leidy, 1032 Hillside Trail.

If you have not been part of this group, please
consider joining us.

Program
Information

By Valerie Grash
(vgrash@pitt.edu)

T~
/)

The Program Committee is busy
planning some intriguing and timely subjects for
programs this year, but we are keeping some of
them under wraps until the literal big reveal.
However, as always, we welcome your suggestions
for topics and speakers. Or, better yet, join our
committee—it’s a fun group that loves brainstorming
ideas. We are also looking for those who may be
interested in providing light refreshments for
meetings—if you are interested, text or email me.
We will try and find two or three people to cover
hostess duties per event.

The meetings scheduled so far are listed in the
Membership Booklet (which you should receive
shortly). The first is our autumn Membership
Business Meeting which will be held on
Wednesday, September 20, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. at the Cambria County Library Community
Room downtown.

The other major events for this year include our
Holiday Luncheon which will return to The
Speakeasy room at the Boulevard Grill, on
Saturday, December 2, from noon to 3:00 p.m., the
winter Membership Business Meeting on Saturday,
February 10, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. (again at the
Library Community Room), and our End-of-Year
Membership Business Meeting which will again take
the form of a Potluck at Windber Rec Park on
Monday, May 20, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Check
upcoming newsletters and your email for
announcements about other programs’ details as
they are finalized. Look forward to seeing you in
September!
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Bv Kathv Howanek (khowanek@hotmail.com)

Message

from the

PRESIDENT

It is incredible to me that the days are getting shorter, and summer is
nearly over; and what a summer ithas been for AAUW Johnstown!
The golf tournament, state retreat, and book sale have kept many of
our members very busy, and we aren't finished yet. We are taking
our jewelry sale to the Ethnic Fest. If you aren’t working but are in
the area, stop and visit our booth at World Market.

I want to use my space here to recap the retreat a little and let you know about some things bubbling on
the state and national level. Despite the heat of Gettysburg in July, the state retreat featured some
dynamic and some interesting presentations. The Keynote Speaker was Donna Bullock, PA House of
Representatives. Aside from her personal journey in politics, most impressive was her close working
relationship with our Carlisle Branch, and how the research that branch has on legislation important to
women and girls is something on which she relies.

AAUW CEO, Gloria Blackwell held a Town Hall Meeting. She spoke about partnerships with like-
minded organizations to further our mission. Most relevant to me, though, was her reference to College
and University Affiliates. Her message was cautious as she said that that C.U. partners were being
evaluated as part of the “sustainability” study being done by national. It appears that currently, there is
no way for a college or university to join AAUW.

Finally, PA branch presidents recently had a counterparts zoom, a regular occurrence. Of particular
importance to me was the discussion again about the “sustainability” study, which should be released in
October. It appears that the study will include looking at the viability and relevance of the State
affiliates. In my opinion, eliminating the PA State Affiliate would be disastrous! They are our link and
advocate with national. Dealing directly with national is frustrating and inefficient. All PA presidents
who spoke on the call agreed on this point. Also, all were unhappy in the change in the way dues are
handled—everyone has a different “due” date, making the work of membership and fiscal officers
difficult. It appears that national also wants us to recruit younger members via NCCWSL, rather than
through universities. Perhaps this is an idea that our Education Committee can explore by following up
with scholarship winners and encourage them to attend.

I've gone on long enough, but hope to share some more developments at our membership meeting on
Wednesday evening, September 20 , 6 p.m. at the downtown library’s community room. Hope to see
everyone there.

@m ‘ﬁd By Ann Furlong INFO
/ 74 (akfurlong@ Verizon .net)

I he Dining Club is meeting in Website: http://www.aauwjohnstown.org
September and October but not on our customary
scheduling. The group wants to revisit the Stadium )
Pub where we had good food and fun last year. Facebook: AAUW-PA JOhnStOVYn Branch
Because our 2023-24 start up business meeting is (please share our Facebook info)
going to be held on September 20 (our regular
dining date), we will go to the Stadium Pub on Flickr:

Wednesday September 13 at 5:45 instead. The o A :
October meeting will be the Anniversary Covered ST R M G E T R CE TP AL

Dish at Frankin St United Methodist Church. wn/albums/
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Books at the Boulevard
By Shellby Custer (shellbyc@aol.com)

Books at the Boulevard continue to meet at the Boulevard Grill. We meet at the Boulevard Grill the
second Thursday of each month at 6pm. Anyone wishing to attend/join us please let me or Pat
Grzybicki (dsap@atlanticbb.net) know so that we can add you to our reservation.

Here are some upcoming books (The entire booklist can also be found in your Membership
Directory). Again, anyone wishing to attend, please let us know so that we can make the
proper reservations and arrangements

Date Book Author Discussion Leader
9/14/23 Educated Tara Westover Debe Mack
10/12/23 How Lucky: A Novel Will Leitch Joyce Radovanic
11/9/23 Intensity Dean R. Koontz Kristie Murray

STEM DONATIONS

By Deanna Haddle (jdhadd1@gmail.com)

When cleaning out our unit at the Mall, we found some STEM items that were left over from our
4 STEM events. Because grant monies paid for these items, it was decided to donate the items
in the community.

50 AAUW backpacks were donated to the students at
the Flood City Your Fitness Academy. As you can see
in the picture, the girls were overjoyed! Monica Hall,

Mentor/Tutor, joined the girls for the picture.

The Bottle Works Art Center was the recipient of
78 disposal children’s aprons, 10 heavy plastic
adult aprons and 20 pairs of goggles.
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Thank You!

On behalf of the members of the Johnstown Branch AAUW and especially on behalf of our future
scholarship winners, AAUW thanks the members of the Windber Women’s Golf Association for your
generous donation to our scholarship fund.

The Women’s Golf Association of the Windber Country Club held an even on July 17 to benefit the
American Association of University Women. The WGA presented a check for $1,222 to the AAUW,
Johnstown Branch. Pictured with the check at a presentation ceremony are (front row, from left)
Madeline Gyure and Kathy Howanek, each from AAUW and Kathy Long of Windber Country Club
and (back row, from left) Pam Moot and Jane Keiper of Windber Country Club.

Our Celebration Continues!

By Nina Girard (nina@pitt.edu)

More 100" Anniversary celebratory events will be happening through the fall. In particular on
Wednesday, October 18, which is the actual 100th Anniversary date of the first Johnstown Branch
meeting, we will have a membership covered-dish dinner (just like they did in 1923) at the United
Methodist Church on Franklin St. beginning at 6 pm. Mark your calendars now and make plans
to attend! Further details will be sent to membership soon with RSVP and sign-up for covered
dishes.

The 100™ Committee is currently working on a memory book for membership, as well as a video of
our 50+ year members to be unveiled before the end of this Anniversary year. And Centennial
Citations are still being posted on Facebook, acknowledging important events and milestone in our
Branch’s 100 year history.
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Johnstown AAUW Members at Work

Book Sale




SEPTEMBER 2023

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2
4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 13 14 15 16
Tues Bk Dining Club Books @
Club 5:45 Boulevard
1:00 Stadium Pub 6:00
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Membership
Meet 6-8 PM
Library
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
OCTOBER 2023
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Tues Bk Club Books @ A
1:00 Boulevard
6:00
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Anniversary
Covered Dish
Franklin St
Methodist
Church
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31







